Why there is a Round Robin (RR) Bracket E?

When there are more than 16 teams, the number of RR brackets must be increased to accommodate the additional teams. No bracket can have more than 4 teams; otherwise we cannot complete the RR games within the given 3 game times on Tuesday. (A 5 team RR would involve playing 4 games over the course of 5 game times)

Why are the lowest seeds in Bracket D & E?

When we have 16 teams or less in the RR brackets we fill from left to right. This is to ensure that when the results of the RR are transferred to the double elimination bracket, the 16th seed is matched up with the 1 seed and/or any bye games in the RR are matched up starting with the highest seed and so on. This allows the RR bracket to flow naturally and automatically into the pairing for the double elimination tournament.

However, when we have 17 or more teams there is no longer a possibility of a bye flowing into the double elimination brackets, therefore the 4th row of the RR brackets must be filled from right to left. This does 2 things; it will again ensure that the lower seeds will be matched up with the higher seeds as we transfer the RR results into the Double elimination brackets and it will also avoid the lower seed teams from having to play the higher seeds in both the RR and then again the next day in the first game of the Double Elimination (which is what will happen if we fill Left to right in the 4th row)
As clarification, with more the 16 teams, the RR brackets will fill as they do now, left to right for the first 3 rows in each bracket and then only the 4th row will fill right to left. This would hold true even if we need to expand to bracket F or G.

Why is there a Play-In Game?
The double elimination tournament bracket holds 16 teams. Whenever we have more the 16 teams the lowest seeded teams after RR play will need to play an additional game (play-in game) to fill the tournament bracket.  The play-in game is a part of the tournament bracket and therefore gives all teams the chance to advance through the double elimination tournament even if you are the lowest seed coming out of the RR.

Examples: This year we have 17 teams – so there needs to be 1 play-in game. The 16th and 17th place teams from the RR will play a game to determine who gets the 16th seed in the tournament. The Loser of the Play-in game will drop into the loser’s bracket.

If there were 18 teams then there would be 2 Play-in games. 15 vs. 18 for the 15th seed and 16 vs. 17 for the 16th seed.  For every additional team there would be an additional play-in game added.

