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Note from the NBBA Newsletter editor:

Joan Scott, a long time volunteer for the NBBA and coordinator for volunteers during the 2007 World Series in Rochester Minnesota, graciously provided an array of sweat shirts and pants for those to wear during the horrible rain that was encountered during the championship game.  Most of the articles of clothing that she loaned out were never returned.  If you were the recipient of any of these pieces of clothing, please contact the Secretary of the NBBA so that we can get these items returned to Joan.
Newsworthy Items:

The 2008 World Series is being held in Houston, Texas from Monday July 28 through Saturday, August 2, 2008.  If you and your team will be attending this year’s World Series, please read the following information:

Location: Marriott Greenspoint, Houston, Texas

Room Rate: $79.00 plus tax

Tax: 17%

Deadline for making reservations with special room rate:

To Be Announced on the NBBA web site www.nbba.org
Reservation Details:

When calling, please make reference to the Group Name NBBA.  Indicate the Marriott Greenspoint when you are asked which hotel you wish to make your reservation for.

To make individual or team reservations, please contact:

Christina Mcintosh at (281) 875-8991       

Note: Christina is only available during normal business hours, central time zone.

When making your team or individual reservations, you must have the following:

If you’re making a team reservation, please indicate:

Either one or two contacts for your group

How many rooms you will need

What room types you will need (i.e. doubles, kings, etc.)
For the room block for your team, you must provide a credit card to hold the rooms.  Your rooming list will not be due until two (2) weeks prior to your arrival.
If you need to make an individual reservation, please have your credit card available to reserve your room.

For any update to this information, please refer to the NBBA web site or contact the NBBA Secretary.

2008 Regional Tournaments:
If you have any information regarding a tournament being held in the U.S., please send all info regarding your tournament (dates, location, number of teams, housing contact information, etc.) by email to the NBBA Secretary at:

secretary@nbba.org
Third Annual Long Island Bombers Classic

Date: Saturday, May 31, 2008

Location: Hofstra University, Hempstead NY

Tournament Style: four team round robin

Game Times: 8:00AM, 11:00AM, and 2:00PM Eastern

Teams participating are: Long Island Bombers (host), Boston Renegades, Pennsylvania Wolfpack and Chicago Comets.
The 7th annual Indy Thunder Tournament

Dates: June 6, 7 and 8, 2008

Location for housing and games: Indiana School for the Blind

Cost for Housing: $200 per team

Registration fee: $85 plus 6 new Beep Balls

The tournament is a four team round robin tournament

For more information, contact Darnell Booker at:

Phone: (317) 370-7231

E-Mail:  darnellbooker@sbcglobal.net
7th annual Bolingbrook Beep Baseball Bash

Dates:  June 14 and 15, 2008

Hotel:  Comfort Inn, 1235 Lakeview Drive, Romeoville, IL 60446

Phone: (630) 226-1900       

Fax: (630) 226-4654

Directions:  (One Block North of I55 on Weber Road (exit 263) to Lakeview Drive then Right to Hotel)
Room Rates: $79.00 for a standard or $89.00 for a suite

The room rates include a free Complimentary Breakfast (with about 30 hot and cold Items) Saturday and Sunday mornings. The Hotel also has an indoor pool, fitness area, high speed wireless internet and a cocktail lounge in the lobby.  The rooms and prices are in a block reserved under "Bolingbrook Lions Beep Baseball" and will be available from now until May 13, 2008, so make your reservations as early as possible.  Make all reservations directly with the hotel.
The Bolingbrook Lions will again be hosting a hospitality room and meeting Friday evening from 5pm to 11 pm for all participants.  The tournament will be open for a maximum of eight teams.  The Registration will be $75 and 5 working beep balls per team.  Send your reservation fees to:

Bolingbrook Lions Club

P.O. Box 1543

Bolingbrook, Il 60440

Attention: Lion Ken Arndt

For Any questions you can contact Lion Ken Arndt at:

Phone: (630) 854-3936

E-Mail:  klardnt16@hotmail.com
The 25th Annual Gofor Classic - the longest running regional beep baseball tournament!
Dates: June 28 and 29, 2008

Location: Topeka, Kansas

Estimated number of teams: 8 to 10
Tournament registration fee: $75 plus five working beep baseballs

Make checks payable to:

KABA

2857 SW Bluestem Drive

c/o John Parker

Topeka, KS 66614

Phone: (785) 478-9902       

Note: when submitting your team registration please indicate your team name

Hotel: Candlelight Inn

2831 SW Fairlawn Street

Topeka, KS 66614

Phone: (785) 272-9550       

Room rates: $52.95 plus 13.45% tax

Note: Room rates will be available until May 31, and the rates are based on double occupancy.  Please use the code of KABA Beep Baseball or Group Number 372

Additional information:  Breakfast will be served 6:00 AM each morning.

2nd Philly Hall of Fame Classic

The Pennsylvania Wolfpack is happy to announce that the second Philly Hall of Fame Classic will be held on July 12, 2008

Entry fee: $100.00 plus 5 working balls

Location: soccer complex in Haddonfield, NJ (same as last year)
Date and time of tournament:  July 12, 2008 at 8:30am until about 6:00pm Eastern
Format: a round robin of 4 teams, first come first serve 

Accommodations:
Red Roof Inn

603 Fellowship Road

Mount Laurel, NJ. 08054

Phone: (856) 234-5589       

Rate: each room will be $83.94 including tax per night per room.  Individuals will have to reserve rooms by June 11, 2008.  We have reserved 25 rooms for all teams.  If your reservation isn't made by the above date, the hotel will take them back and you'll have to pay the regular rate.
Lunch:  you can purchase food at the field for a very reasonable rate.  The teams that were there last year were satisfied with the lunch and the cost.  We will have tents for each team bench and water at each bench.
If you have any further questions, please contact:

Greg Gontaryk

Phone: (610) 352-1389

E-Mail:  maverick1@rcn.com
Thank you to Guide Dogs for the Blind:

The members of the National Beep Baseball Association and Board of Directors, we as an organization would like to recognize and graciously acknowledge Guide Dogs for the Blind Inc. (GDB) for their continuous volunteerism.

Guide Dogs for the Blind Inc. has provided a safe and comfortable atmosphere for the dog guides of athletes participating in national tournament activities from 2001 to present.  The National Beep Baseball Association recognizes that there are over fourteen different dog guide schools in The United States; therefore, we are in no way promoting one school over another.  This prominent dog guide school has always supported this organization with any and all requests to provide additional accommodations to our service animals.  The National Beep Baseball Association would like to extend our appreciation and gratitude through this statement.  If you would like further information about this organization, please visit their website at:

www.guidedogs.com
NBBA TEAM ROSTER/ MEMBERSHIP FORM

TEAM NAME:____________________________________                                            YEAR:______________

CITY, STATE:__________________________________   

Initial roster due June 1.  Final roster due July 1.  Mail to NBBA Secretary along with Membership dues.

	TEAM MEMBER NAME*
	STREET ADDRESS
	CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE
	PHONE NUMBER
	**RESPONSIBILITIES

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


*NOTE: If team member is a minor (under age 18) please indicate with a star in front of the player(s) name(s).  Attach both a signed and dated waiver form and a signed and dated disclaimer, identifying each minor and stating acceptance of responsibility, from the coach/team manager, parent or guardian attending the World Series who will be held accountable for each minor listed.
**Responsibilities means player, manager, coach, pitcher, catcher, spotter, scorekeeper, etc. 

NBBA 2008 Spring Board Meeting Minutes
Date: Saturday, March 01, 2008

Event: NBBA Spring Board meeting Minutes

Meeting was called to order at: 10:03 AM central by President David Smolka

President calls for the Role:

David Smolka, Stephen Guerra, Jon Walker, Frank Facio, Doc Bradley, Russell Mullins, Richard Benesh, Ben Hsu, Christine Delmonico, Jan Traphagan, Cora McKiernan, Janet Leonard (guest), Michael Garrett, Ken Bailey, Joe Wood, John Lykowski, 

Excused: Jim Mastro, Neal McDonald, Joe Q, Tim Hibner and Wayne Sibson

2. Invocation, provided by John Lykowski

Pledge to the Flag lead by David Smolka

3. Secretary's report:

Secretary sent out minutes and requested for motion to be approved:

Motion made to accept minutes as read, seconded passed

5. Treasurer’s report, on file with master audit and signature with Secretary

Motion to accept treasurer’s report as presented, seconded passed

John Ross Endowment fund.

Motion to accept as read, seconded passed

Question: Doc, Can the NBBA obtain a debit/credit card on the NBBA checking account?

John Lykowski will investigate for upcoming WS board meeting on Friday night

Motion to authorize John to obtain either a credit or debit card which ever is more appropriate, seconded, passed

B. Budget and Finance

Cora volunteered to help with annual drawing

Handed raffle tickets out to each board member

First prize Garmin GPS system and $100 gift certificate

Three vehicles have been donated through the vehicle donation program for the NBBA on our web site

Started the process for CFC, (Combined Federal Campaign of United Way)

Applied for now through the Greater Chicago area

Comment: Michael Garrett Will look into Greater Houston area for CFC

No report from corporate rock

No report from Bill Maroney

Blanket being made for raffle

Frank Facio inquired about the government CFC and if the is NBBA looking into it.
Guidelines as from the November Board meeting are that Government CFC requires no more than a 25% over head and NBBA operating at a 32% level.  Motion to accept report as presented for budget and finance seconded and passed.
Question: Janet Leonard:  Are we going to ever receive back our deposit from Corporate Rock?

Answer: President, David, it was not a fund-raiser, it is a company for finding sponsorship and in-kind donations for the NBBA and the WS

Comment: Doc, Housekeeping, lunch will be served at noon in the current location

6. Tournaments

A. 2008 Houston

Met with Doc, and Kathy Dean from Harris County Sports Authority

WS week starts on Sunday July 27, ending on Sunday Aug. 3,

Kathy Dean, sports Authority, is overseeing all volunteers, Peggy Turner, with Parks and Rec, is overseeing all transportation and operations

Donna Smith is overseeing the hotel and related tasks

Their is no cost for parking at the hotel

Kathy Dean is working on promotion of the WS through the Clear Channel Communication group

The Schedule is still in development for the WS week and the Schedule is subject to change

Kathy Dean has a large pool of volunteers to draw from

There will be a Doggie Daycare and it will be provided by Guide Dogs for the Blind.  Doggie Daycare will begin on Wednesday and last through Friday, there will not be Doggie Daycare provided on Saturday.  There will also be a night for training and discussion.  A local Vet is being found, and advertisement for GDB will be given in the program and a plaque will be awarded to GDB at the 2008 WS.

As of right now Taiwan is attending this year’s World Series.

The NM Pioneers will be providing a $5000 donation for the 2008 WS
The banquet financially is being taken care of by the HSC and will start on Saturday at 7:00 PM in the hotel ballroom.  Trophies will also be taken care of.  Hospitality room will be overseen by Kathy Brunze.  T-Shirts will be sold in hospitality room and at fields.  Transportation, radios and golf carts being handled by parks and rec.  Balls are being ordered by the first week of March.
T-Shirts will be $10 each.  Doc is working with hotel on providing assistance with rooms for the Pioneers and is working on more invites for the Pioneers.  Doc stated that team reservations for hotel for the WS can be made now.  Doc is the Tournament chair and should be the main point person for all questions.  Work being done on a breakfast special for World Series.  Room rates are $79 + 17% tax.  Will work on sports bar, Kicks, staying opened later than midnight.
Question by Stephen:  Are the numbers for balls used from Rochester available?

2009 Update:

Field not yet complete but progress is going well.  Grand opening ceremony will be at 2009 WS.  Hotels are set and NBBA on schedule.  Dates for the Stockton WS are July 26 through Aug. 2, 2009.
Motion to accept 2009 report as read, seconded, passed

9. PR

Joe Wood

Thank Cora for her help on the committee

Telecom Pioneer convention being attended by Wayne Sibson

Putting links for GDB on the NBBA World series page on the web site

Question: Janet Leonard:  Would like to know if GDB is aware of our schedule.
Answer: Christine:  Yes, Neal and I are working with the people from GDB to finalize the schedule.

Future items:

Will need disk with logo of the NBBA for stationary and business cards

Motion to accept and seconded passed

10. Equipment

Jon Walker
A.
Bats:  Working on bat safety, Wayne Sibson working with Louisville slugger for a thicker handle wooden bat, to be tested.  Bat care, bat safety and report on file from Rob Weismann about testing of bats in Lowell mass

B. Bases:

Critical issue, Arnold center no longer makes bases, Rob Weismann available to get bases, foam and covers for $400 a set.  The NM Pioneers able to make bases will obtain figures for cost of electronics with the bases or just electronics.  Jon Walker has a set of inflatable bases which can be filled with water or sand, and stands 48 inches high.  Jon will test pneumatic set of bases as an alternative and report at WS

C. Beep balls

Denver Center has about 550 balls made and ready to go.

Question: Joe Wood:  What is New Mexico doing?

Answer: Right now not doing anything

If teams have balls to be repaired, now is the time for them to be done.  Cost is $21 for repairing a ball. 
Comment: Frank

A surplus of beep balls and masks at General Assembly or hospitality room might be a good idea.

Answer: NBBA should remain out of the business of selling equipment

Request to update Pioneer web site with additional check boxes or links to order a charger.
Comment: Frank

If people have any problems with a product bought, having the chance to see the equipment prior to purchasing might be good for everyone.
Comment: John Lykowski

If the cost of covers and foam becomes too high, it might be worth considering putting the inflatable in side the cover.
Motion to accept report as presented, seconded passed

11. Projects, Michael Garret

Sanctioning:  Sanctioning each local tournament, use of NBBA umpires and to provide stats will need to seek out legal counsel about being liable.  In the 2003 Spring Board meeting minutes, according to attorney, if the NBBA sanctioned its events, the NBBA could still be liable will find out if there is a national standard.  Motion to table sanctioning until November meeting and seconded.  Motion to permanent table original motion.  Motion voted down.  Withdraw original motion.
12. Hall of Fame, Kevin Barrett

No report

13. Membership, Stephen Guerra

a. Web site hits will be provided during WS Friday board meeting

Motion to accept report as read, seconded passed

14. Rules, Russell Mullins

No report

15. Bylaws, Ben Hsu

No report

Meeting adjourned for break

Meeting resumed at 12:56PM Central

16. Nominations

Nominations received thus far for President and Secretary

A.
Board member positions up for election

B.
Tim Hibner (term limit is up), Christine Delmonico, Michael Garrett and Russell Mullins

17. Executive Director, Bill Maroney

No report

18. Unfinished business

A. Executive director role and Corporate Rock to be discussed in April, will report at WS Friday night meeting

B. Motion to continue with Tim Lamonte as tournament consultant with NBBA

Seconded, motion carries

C. Business cards

APH has braille press for brailing business cards for $135

Business cards without brailing from Office Max, $16.99

Motion to table business cards until November, seconded, question:

Why not Friday night of the WS?  Seconded and carried.
D. Phone Number:  to obtain an 800 number for national phone number, zero cost for 800 number.  Question: John Lykowski, What about software for making a computer generated business card?

E. ASA

Stephen indicated when having the conference call with team contacts, they objected to raising dues as part of by-law and would rather pay the premium each year.  Stephen indicated that by-law would need to be submitted in order to change so that it would reflect not a membership dues increase, but that the ASA insurance premium would be paid by each team.  Stephen will submit the by-law change to be voted on at the WS of 2008.  Will work with Ben Hsu.

19. New business

A. Board member re-imbursement

Motion and seconded, passed

C.
Doc, too many board members

D.
Doc suggested that in order to decrease the amount of money being paid out by the NBBA, that the fall board meeting should be held as a Teleconference.  Motion for the NBBA November Board meeting to be a teleconference, seconded, Vote, Motion carries.
Question: Doc:  Is the Enterprise rental agreement used in 2007 only for one year?
Answer: David yes

E.
Memorial plaque:  Names to be added:

.
Ron Whaley, Kathy Smith (Chicago Comets), Charles Fairbanks - should only be players, pitchers, catchers, spotters and head coach

21. Announcements

Indy Thunder reported sudden death of Field Spotter Danielle Watson

Secretary to obtain additional info

List Cora’s info in newsletter

A.  Transportation of NBBA equipment

Need to locate annual carrier and policy for shipping of equipment.  This should remain as part of the tournament committee.  The info should be gathered and made available for WS Friday board meeting for national carrier.
22. Adjournment

Motion for adjournment, seconded, passed

	
	
	
	TREASURER's REPORT
	
	

	
	
	
	 March 1, 2008
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Tournament Fund
	  General Fund
	TOTAL

	Starting Balance:
	 November 1, 2007
	$14,608.98
	$20,782.65 
	$35,391.63

	
	
	
	
	
	

	INCOME:
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pioneer donation
	
	
	
	$3,000.00 
	

	Rochester Am. Sports 
	
	
	$144.00 
	

	Rochester Am. Sports donation
	
	
	$3,000.00 
	

	Country's Midnight Express donation
	
	$2,000.00 
	

	Interest (CD)
	
	
	
	$1,116.41 
	

	Donations (Ross)
	
	
	
	$75.00 
	

	Voided check (Walker donation)
	
	
	$100.00 
	

	Postage errorr (Lykowski)
	
	
	$12.97 
	

	
	
	Sub Total:
	$0.00
	$9,448.38 
	$9,448.38 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	DISBURSEMENTS:
	
	Tournament Fund
	  General Fund
	TOTAL

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Director's Travel Reimbursements
	
	 
	$3,000.00 
	

	Official's per diem from Rochester
	
	
	$2,990.00 
	

	Scholarship Returned
	
	
	$250.00 
	

	DVD Duplicator
	
	
	
	$549.99 
	

	Postage/UPS
	
	
	
	$169.26 
	

	Director's Fall Board Lunch
	
	
	$14.74 
	

	2008 Drawing Prize
	
	
	$249.99 
	

	Trip Expenses (Maroney)
	
	
	$517.67 
	

	Printing (Drawing tickets)
	
	
	$290.00 
	

	Transportation (Taxidermy Freight)
	
	$897.03 
	

	Jostens Awards
	
	
	
	$26.41 
	

	Telcom Pioneers (Exhibit fee)
	
	
	$300.00 
	

	
	
	Sub Total:
	$0.00 
	$9,255.09 
	$9,255.09 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Tournament Fund
	  General Fund
	TOTAL

	
	Ending Balance:
	$14,608.98 
	$20,975.94 
	$35,584.92 

	[$24,693.02 in 4.6% CD  Maturing 6-08]
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
JOHN ROSS ENDOWMENT FUND
	
	
	

	[ Mutual of America Mutual Fund ]
	
	Previous BALANCE: 
	$38,638.97 

	as of 2/27/08
	
	
	Growth (loss)
	
	($1,490.59)

	
	
	
	Collections -pending
	$75.00 

	________________________
	
	TOTAL:
	
	$37,223.38 

	John Lykowski, Treasurer
	
	
	
	    ================


NBBA Equipment List

Beep Baseball Equipment

The following is a list of contact information for Beep Baseball equipment!

Beep Baseballs:

***Attention all NBBA members and teams!***

The Denver Beep Ball Group is available to accept your orders for Beep Balls! See our price list of available products below:

*New* Beep Baseballs: $35 each

*Repaired* Beep Baseballs: $21 each

*Single Ball Chargers**: $8

*Multi-ball Chargers*: $40

Shipping is completed via the "Free Matter for the Blind," unless you specifically request a particular shipping method.

To send your check or contact the Denver Beep Ball Group:

Qwest Telecom Pioneers

c/o Bob Kurtz

30738 Conifer Mountain Drive

Conifer, CO 80433

Denver Beep Ball group

Email:  beepball@nbba.org
NBBA Patches

If your team is new to the NBBA, and attending your first World Series, or your a returning team and needing NBBA patches, as every team can promote the sport of Beep Baseball, The NBBA and to qualify for the Sportsmanship award, are required to have attached to the uniform shirt, a "NBBA Patch."

If you need to purchase these, please make a check payable to:

The National Beep Baseball Association

The patches are $2 each.  Send your checks to:

The National Beep Baseball Association

P.O. Box 290

Glennview, Il 60025

Email:  treasurer@nbba.org
Bases:  At this time, bases are not being manufactured and no information is available.

Blindfolds:

Mindfold Inc.

8043 East 7th Street

Tucson, AZ 85710

Phone: (888) 705-3805

E-Mail:  info@mindfold.com
When placing an order ask for the NBBA discount

Call for Pricing

Maggie Braddock

$5 per blindfold

E-mail:  mann51@sbcglobal.net
Cleveland Sight Center's Clients Creative Arts Center

Soft fabric Blindfold

Please contact Jerry Rask for more details and pricing

1909 East 101st Street, 

Cleveland, OH 44106 

Phone: (216) 791-8118 ext. 226

E-mail:  jrask@clevelandsightcenter.org
Mack's Blindfolds

$7 each and $82 for a dozen

Website: www.macksearplugs.com
If you have any problems with or comments about ordering equipment, contact the NBBA Equipment Committee via Email at:  equipment@nbba.org
NBBA Hall of Fame – Jim Quinn Nomination Form

NBBA  HALL  OF  FAME
NOMINATION  FORM

              Ball  Players                                       Spotters
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	









       (Honor Roll of Contributors)

         Pitcher/Catcher                                    Non-Competitors
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Please note: Jim Quinn Award recipients are already in the Hall of Fame for their contributions to the NBBA

Please submit your nominations to:  Kevin Barrett







     17715 Susan Ave.







     Cleveland, OH 44111





 Or e-mail: kevin.barrett@dfas.mil




 Or phone: (216) 671-8647


Please provide supporting information about your nominee such as: accomplishments, awards, tournament and World Series records and statistics as well as biographical information. Please attach any supporting information.

Name: _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

